Hike #6 – Erie Canal – East 
Purpose: Patrol will conduct a 20 mile hike along the Erie Canal (East) on 19 June in a safe manner in order to earn their Hiking Merit badge. 

Method: Patrol members will meet at the Church. The Patrol leader will have 30 minutes to get accountability of the patrol, conduct pre inspections and conduct final trip briefs. There are no fees or special permits required for this hike. Patrol members will bring a day pack which will contain the “10 essentials”. The patrol will be given a First Aid Kit to be carried. Each patrol member should bring a lunch to be consumed during the hike. ** Due to the length of this hike, members need to bring at least 2 pair of dry socks and extra trail food. 

Hike Route: The patrol will follow the Erie Canal (depicted on the strip map) which is a 10.0 mile out and back hike. The trail is flat, hard packed dirt/cinder. We will turn around at Lakeport Road, Chittenango (Canal Boat Museum). There will be a water resupply point at the turnaround spot where members can refill canteens/camelbacks. 

Timeline: 


Meet at Church: 7:00 am


Conduct Pre inspection / Final Hike Brief: 7:00-7:15 am

Travel to Erie Canal (DeWitt-Butternut Drive): 7:15-7:45 am


Start Hike: 8:00 am


Finish Hike: 6:00 to 7:00 pm  (Plan 10-11 hours for the hike)


Travel back to Church: (30 min drive)


Pick up Time: approx 6:30-7:30 pm 

Tasks: 

1) Develop Trip plan, Emergency Plan, Hike Briefing  (Patrol Brief – 14 June)

2) Conduct map reconnaissance 

a. identify potential rest stops/break areas

b. emergency assistance (permanent phones, ranger stations, first aid, closest hospital)

c. analyze terrain of the route – steep, flat, type of trail, any river/road crossings

3) Monitor weather leading up to the Hike

4) Develop a call roster in the event Hike needs to be canceled or change time of the hike due to weather

5) Assign roles: navigator, sweeper, pace to patrol members

Contact:  if you have any questions; Mrs. Hardwick phone no:  488-2171 or email:  susan.hardwick@us.army.mil
